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SUBJECT: DEPARTMENT PRESS BRIEFING 

GENEVA FOR MEPC DEL 
CINCEUR FOR POLAD 

FOR YOUR INFORMATION AND GUIDANCE FOLLOWING ARE EXCERPTS 
FROM DEPARTMENT SPOKESMAN S PRESS BRIEFING FOR 
SEPTEMBER 5, 1975: 

Q. PRESIDENT SADAT SAID LAST NIGHT THAT THE SOVIET UNION 
WAS TRYING TO IN EFFECT SABOTAGE THE EGYPTIAN-ISRAELI 
AGREEMENT AND DRIVE A WEDGE BETWEEN THE ARABS. IN VIEW 
OF THE SECRETARY'S OFT-REPEATED VIEW THAT THE RUSSIANS 
HAVE BEEN REASONABLY RESTRAINED THROUGH THIS PERIOD, DO 
YOU HAVE ANY EVIDENCE TO CONFIRM PRESIDENT SADAT'S 
OPINION? 

A. I DO NOT THINK IT IS APPROPRIATE FOR ME TO COMMENT ON 
STATEMENTS BY PRESIDENT SADAT. I UNDERSTAND THE SECRETARY 
WAS ASKED IN NEW YORK THIS MORNING A GENERAL QUESTION 
ABOUT THE ATTITUDE OF THE SOVIET UNION. HE STATED THAT 
HE HOPES TO HAVE EXTENDED CONVERSATIONS WITH FOREIGN 

MINISTER GROMYKO AT THE END OF WHICH HE HOPES TO REACH 
AN UNDERSTANDING WITH THEM OF THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN 
U.N. ACTIVITIES AND THE RATHER SMALL U.S. ROLE WHICH IS 
ENVISAGED. 

Q. THERE WAS A MORE SPECIFIC CHARGE. THOUGH, THAT 
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PRESIDENT SADAT SAID THE RUSSIANS HAD SABOTAGED THE MARCH 
AGREEMENT. DOES THE STATE DEPARTMENT HAVE ANY EVIDENCE, 

APART FROM WHETHER SADAT SAID IT OR NOT, THAT THE 
RUSSIANS HAD BLOCKED THAT AGREEMENT? 

A. I AM NOT GOING TO COMMENT ON STATEMENTS BY PRESIDENT 
SADAT. 
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Q. ONE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN THIS LAST SHUTTLE EFFORT AND 
PREVIOUS ONES, IT WOULD SEEM WAS THE MATTER OF CONSULTA- 
TION OF THE SOVIET UNION. IT WOULD APPEAR THAT THERE WAS 
LITTLE OR NO CONSULTATION WITH THE SOVIETS BY THE UNITED 
STATES GOVERNMENT ON THE PROGRESS OF THESE NEGOTIATIONS. 

IF THAT IS SO, COULD YOU TELL US WHY THAT TOOK PLACE? 

A. I DO NOT KNOW WHAT THE EXTENT OF CONSULTATION WAS 
WITH THE SOVIET UNION. I UNDERSTAND THAT THEY WERE 
KEPT GENERALLY INFORMED. AND. AS YOU KNOW, THE 
SECRETARY DID MEET WITH THE SOVIET CHARGE THE OTHER NIGHT, 

AND, AS HE SAID THIS MORNING, HE IS GOING TO BE HAVING 

LONGER CONVERSATIONS WITH MR. GROMYKO IN NEW YORK. ROBINSON 
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